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BARNABY RUDGE.
A Mew ok by Boy.

CHAFTER LXXVL
As the locksmith walked slowly away from Sir
John Chester's chambers, e linger=d under the
trees which shaded the path, zhinost hoping that
curamnred toreturn.  He had tarned
aad «till foitered 2t the corner when

‘mn sound, end not merely for itf
r+ for he kpew thatin thet
dersr's knell was rung  He Had
reet, amidithe

It wasa'=
reference (o
chime the mt
seent him pass along the crowded street, | :
execrations of the thronz—had marked his quiv-
ering lip and rrembling lmbs the ushy o
His face 5 his elemmy brow ; the wild dl:l:a.rra' S
of hiseye—the fear of death that swallowe
21l orher thowgn's, and gnawes without e
at hisheartand brain, e had m.;_rk.:-t! thie wan
dering look, seeking fur hepe, #nd finding, ticn
where it would, desgair. ie Hud seen the re-
morseful, pitiful, desolate cresture, nding, with
hi« coffin by his spie, 1o the gibbet He knew
that to the Jast he had beeq an unvielding, obdu-
rate man ; thatin the savige terror of His condi-
tion he had hardened, rather than relented, 1o his
wife and child ;. end that the last wards wnieh
had passed his white lips were curses on them as
his fues.

Mr. Haredale had determined 10 be there, 2nd
wee itdone.  Nothiop but the evidence of h=own
wgees eould satisfy that gloomy, fur Telr-
bution which had been gatheriog upo
many years  Thelocksmith knew th
the chimes peased to vibrate, hurried away 1o
mret hin

“ Bor theza two men, ™ heeud, az he went 41
can do uo more.  Heaven have merey on them!
Alus® [ sy [ ean do no more fuz them, but wherr
con I help? Mury Rudge will have a home, snd
a fiem friend when she most wints one ;o bot Bar.
nihy—poor Burnaby —willing Barnaby—whataid
can [ render hign ! There sre many, many men
of sense, (God forgive me,” cried the honest lock-
smith, stopping 1o & DErFaW Court 1o pass bz band
across his eyes, 1 could beurer atford 10 lose
than Birnaby. We have alwiys beengood friend<.
but [ never knew, tll now, how much I loved the
Ind "

“Tliere were not many i the great eity who
thonght of Barnoby ther day, otherwize than a-
an detor in a show which was to take place 1o-
morrow.  But if the whole population had hao
him in their minds, and Tad wizhed his lits to be
spared, not one among them conld have done sc
with @ purer zeal or greater Einglensss of hear
than the gooid locks

Jarnahy was (o die, There was no hope. It
is not the least evil attendant upon the frequent
exiitbntion of thielast dread punishment, of death,
that'it hardess the minds of those who deal itout,
and makes them, though they be amiable men i
other respects, indifferent to, or uncons=cious of,
their grenl mni'.:ilil}'. The word had filedil
forth that Barnahy was to die. [t went furth
every month, for lebter erimes, It was a thing
w0 comon, that very few were startled by the
awful seuteare, or cared to qun_—!{url 1= jlrl'lil.l'iPT_\
Just then, too, when the law had been s tla
grantly outraged, 118 dignity must he asserted
The symbol of it dignity—stamped npon every
page of the eriminal stature-book—was the pal-
lows s end Burnaby wis o die.

They had tried 1o save him. The locksmith
had earried petitions and memorials 10 the fonn-
win-head with lis owa hands  Butthe well wa
not one of mercy, and Barnaly was 1o die

Frem the first She had odverfeft Lin, save at
night, and with her besude him he wis n= isua
centented, On thus Tast day he was more elated
and more proud thn he had been yer; and whe
she dropped the book che hnd bevn rexding
him elond, and fell wpon hi= necl, he stopped 0
his busy task of folding « piece of crape about Lis
hat, and wondered at her unguish.  Grip utterse
u feeble erowk, halt in enconragenent, it seemed,
and half remonstrance, but he wanted heart o
sustain it, and lapzed sbrupily nto silence,

With them, who stood upon the brink of the
great gulf which none vin see bevond, Time, so
soon to lose itsell iy vast Eterniy, rolled on like
a mighty river, swoln and rapid a5 11 nears the
sea. 1t was mormng ot aow 5 they had sat and
tulked together in o dream; and here was even.
ing.  The deeadly! honr of separation, which
even yesterdiy had seemed so distunt, was at hund

They walked oot into the court yard, clinging
to each other, but not speaking.  Baroaby Knew
that the jail was wdully sad, muserable plice, and
looked furwird 10 to-morrow as tna passage (rorm
it to something bright and beganfol He had a
vague impresstan, 100, that be wasexpoeted to e
].ll‘;-n'!:—ih'.ll fie was domaie ol otesl eon L] [HTH AL
ardd that the prison peaphe would be alid 10 meke
him weep s hetcod the grousd more lomly as he
thoeught of this, sud bade her vike heastand ory
no_more, aod feel how steady |
** They eall me silly, mother.  They s
fto-morrow !

Uennis and Hugh were in the canrtyard.
Hugh came forth trom his cell as they did; stretehi-
ing himself as thovgh he had been slecping
Dennts sat upou a bench 1na cornery with his
knees and chin huddled togethor, and rocked

Such was the wholssome growth of the seed sown |
by the law, ther this kind et harvest was usually
wd for, asa matler ol course. )
Imii; one respect they zll y.greed. The wander-
ing-&nd unesatrolizlile train of 1hgughr., 5;.;_;?.,5;,
\nz sudden rectilections of things distent and long
foreotten and remote from each other—the vague
eraviog for something vnd=Aned, which
1d satisfy—the swill

i

of the min-
=

ates, g themselves into hours, 2s i b

chantmeni—the rapid coming of the solemn n
—the shadow of death always upen them, and
ver 80 dira end faist, that objects the meanest
zloom beyond,
—thie impo=
ad boen

ding the mind, even
10 peaitence and

=

qL!N-IJ"
ation tempted |t awav—iljese t
o them all, 2and varied only

g

thelr HRIWas
hin—upon vour |
He clock struck. |

He losked in her faze, and saw there that the |
sime was come. Alter a long embirace, he tore |
wimnself away, ‘end ran to bring it 1o her; hidding
vir till he came back  Hesospreturned, |
tor i shrie 1 Was gone :

He ran to the yerd gate, end looked throuzh |
They wers carrying heraway She hadsaid her
hear: would greak It was better so.

Do n't youthink,” whimpered Deanis,ereep-
tier up to him, as he stood with his feei rooted to
the grount, geaing atl the blank well=—""do n™
vou think there a chance t It °s a dreadiol
wnd : iE"s & leT! end foremanlik Don't |
sou think there 's a chanee 1 [do w't meanfor
vou, | meen for me

¥ Lio-n't |et bym hear us; |
tpeaning Hugh) he ‘s <od rsperate. |
“ Now then,

]

"gaid the officer; who had been
launging in and eutwithhis hendsinthe pockets,
ind yawning asif he were o the ekt exiremily
for some subject of interests ‘“it's ime o turn
i, boys.™

“Not yet." cried Dennis, *““mot yet.
an hour yet.'”

“+ L spy—your watch goes different fram what
it used to,"" retarned the map. Once upon &
Qe 1t was always e fest. 1 % got the uther
aulr now.™

s My friend.” eried the weetched creature, fall-
ne o fiis knees, “my dear friend—you alwe

Nat for

i or sonie messenger |
¢ stopped upon te wag.  He may Have |
. | saw a man onee, fzll down dead
i the street, myselts and he had papers i hils
orket. Send to inguire. Lt somebody zo 1o
inqmre,  Theynever willhung me. They never
afi Yes, ﬁa-:_\r' wilh cried, siurting to his
irer with aterrible seream. < They "l hang me
i trick, and keep the pardon back.  1t7si pln
weainst me. 1 shall lose my life ! And utter-
another yell, he teil 1o @ fic npon the ground
“ 8ep the hongman when it comes home to
cried Hugh agaim, as thevbore him away
lig! Cutitaze, bult uuby, wii

hand !t They ¢
i the world, for if we got loese w secanid time,
e would n't let them off so eacy, eh 1 Anothit

Le ! A man can die but oace, 1 you wake
n the night, sing that cut lustily, and fall asleep
wiln.  Ha, by, ha'™

Hirnaby glaneed onee more through the prane
nto the empty yard ; warched Hugh as he strode
‘i thie steps leading o bis sleeping cell, and then |

he

it
“Ha, hit

ve ! Y

¥
werd B sliont, god Burst inton roar of lavghter, |
aid eow him fHigrly his lat Then he eraea |
svay himself, like cne win walked in hissleep
il withuut any sense of fear or sorrow, |fay
Juwn en his paller, listening for the clock 1o strike
L,

CHAPTER LXXVIL

Phe time wore on's the noi=es 1 the streets
wente less {ruquent by degeees, until silence
wus spareely broken save by the bells e ohurch
. mirkang the progress—sofier wnd more
s while the ity slumbered—ot thut Girewt
cp'with the hoary Lead, whogiever sleeps
In the brier imerval of darkness ano
cpose which feverish towns enjoy, =il basy |
cinds were hushed 3 oand these who awoke
rom dreams- lay listening in their beds, and
langed (ot dawn, and wished the dead of the
uaht were past :

1oto the streer outside the Jail’s main wall,
sorkmen came strageling ot thissolen hour, in
cunps of two or three, und mevting in the centre
wt their tools upon the ground and spoke i
iinspers.  Uthers goon issued from the jmliself
waring on their shoulders planks and beams.
limze mitterials beme all brougho forth, the rest
estivred themselves, and the dull sound of hami-
wers beganto echo throngh the stilloess

Here and there among thisknet oflzhorers, one.
Vil o lanternoor o smoky bk, stood by to lizh
i fellows at their work, aud by it=donbtiul and,
prne might be dimly seen taking up the pave-
went of the road, while others held gredt npright
or tixed them in the holes thas made 101
heir reception,  Somedrgeed slowly ontoward |
the rest, an empty eart, which they brought
rumbling from the prison-yard ; whili others ereet-
tedl strong barriers across the strect, Al wer
basily engaged.  Their dushy figures moving to

Bimself to and fro ke @ person in severs pain.

The mother and son remained on one side of
the eourt, amd these two men upon the other
Hugh sirade up und down, glancing fiercely every
aow diod then ut the bright sutnmer sky, amd look-
ing round, when he had done so, at the walls

* No repreve, no teprieve! Npbody comes
near wa. There's only the night left now '™
moaned Dennis family, as he wranz his Bands
< Do youn think they "l reprieve me in the might,
brother? D've known repricyes come o the
picht, afers now. 1've Known ‘em come as
late as five, six, wnd seven o'clock, o the morning
Do n'ryon think there ‘s a good chanee vet—do n't
you! Sayyon do. Say you do, young man,”
whined the miserable creatire, with animploring
gesture towards Burnaby, ** or | shall go mad !

»Betrer be mad than sane, here,” said Hugh,
“Go mad.”

v Bt tell me what you think.  Somebody tell
me what he thinks " cried the wretched objeei— |
so menn, and wretched, and despicable, that even
Pity's selt might have turned away at sight of
such a being in the Lkeness of a man—"*1=n'1 |
there u chance for me—is n't there a good chaner
for me ? lsn'tit likely they may be doing this
to inghten me ! Don’t you think wis? Ok
he almost shrieked, as he wrang hishands, “won't
anybody give me comfort 1™

“You ought to be the beat, instead of the
worst,” said Hugh, stopping hefore him.
ha, ha!
1o him!"

“You do n't Know what it 15 cried Dennis
aotually writhiag as he spoke : **[do. Thut
should come to be worked ofi' 11 11 Thut
should come ™

« Apd why not 1" suid Hugh, as he thrust back
his matted hair to get a better view of his late
ussociate * How. often, before I knew your
trade. did [ hear vou talking of this as it it was a
treat 1"

o1 an’t unconsistent,” sereamed the miserable |
creature, ** 17d talk so agawn 1 1 was haogman.
Some other man has got my old opinions at this
minute.

1
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See the hangmun, when it comes home

1
1

|
1
|
|

somebody must be 1

“ He Il scon have his longing,” said Hugh, re- |
* Think of that, aad be quiet ™|

suming hiswalk.
Althongh one of these men displaged 1 his
specch and bearing, the most reckless hardihood :
and the other, in s every word and action, tes-
tified such an extreme of abject cowardics th
was humuliating to see him ; it would be difficalt
1o say which of them would most have repelled
and shocked an observer. Hugh's was the dog-
ged desperation of s savage at the suke; the
hangman was reduced to a condition little better, |
if any, than that of a hound with & halter raund
his neck, Yei, #s Mr. Dennis Knew and could |
have told them, these were the two commonest |
states of mind 1n persons brought to their pass.

Tt

That makes it worse. Someb_mjy'e-‘
longing 1o work me offf 1 know by myself that |

and fro, at that unusdal bour, =0 active nod so =1
fenl, tight have been taken for those of shaduwy
e ting at audmight on some shostly, v
antigl waork, which, hke themselve WI-||]-1|
vinishe with the first pleam of day, and leave bu |
moring st and vapor
While it wns vet dark, » few lookerson col
tected, whe hud plasly come there Tor the puar
s whid istended to retuain: even those whe |
fnd to paes the spot onitheir way 1o some other
Lngured, and lingered ver, as though the

(S

place, ki
sitraction of that were brrestsuble.  Meanwlhily
he noise of saw and wallet went oo briskly

mingled with the elattering of boards on the st
puvement of the road and sometimes with the
's voiees as they called to one another
Whenever the chimes of the neighbonne chureh
were henrd—and that was every quarier of go |
halr—a siratize sensation, ostintageous and io-
deseribable, but perfectly obvious, seemed to per-
vade them all, {
Graduzlly, a faint brightoess appearedin ‘Jn‘]
, and the air, wihich had bern very warm all
through ithe night, (el cool and ehilly. Tho
there was no daylight yet,the darkuess was di- |
imintshed. and the stars looked pale.  The prison,
which had been a mere black mass with listle
-futpe or form, pui on its ssual aspects and ever |
funon a solitary watchman could be s=en upon
roof, stopping to lsok down upoa the prepire-
tions i the street.  This nan, trom fornisg, as
it were, a-part of the jail, and Knowing or being
supposed 1o Know all that was passing within,

| bevame an object of as much interest, and was as

zerly looked for, and as awlully pointed oit, s
fie hiad beed u spirit.

By rnd bye, the t=eble light erew stronger, and
the houses with their sign-boards and mserip. |
ttons stood plainly out, in the dull grey morning
Heavy stage wagons cranled from the [nn-vard

T
apposite: und travellers peeped out ; and as they

rolled sluggishly sway, cast many s backward

ook toward the jail. And now the sun's first

ieams came glaneing into the strest: and the

zht's work, which, in its various stages and in |
the varied faccies of the lookers-on, had 1sken 2

hnadred shapes, wore its own proper form—a

seaffold, and a gibher

As the warnith of cheerful day began to shed

sell upoa the scanty crowd, the murmur of
tonzues was heard, shutters were thrown oper,

and blinds drawn up, end those who had slept

it rooms over gaainst the prison, where places

to see the execution were lstat high prices, rose

hastily from theirbeds. Insome of the houses

peoplegjwere busy taking out the winduw-sashes

fur the better secommodation of spectators 3 in

cthers the spectators were already seated, and

begniling the tume with eards, or drink, or jokes

nong themselves. Some had purchased semis

npon the house-tops, and were already crawling

(0 their stations from parapet and garret-win- |
dow  Some were y=t bargaining for good places, |

§ LETIm

| eity ohurches and the great catheds

| pee=ene=

| turned that way wi

IR RLT

{which inere

| sweiled! int

| Those who had fallen asleep rouzeld themselves ;

| 4t the

| striek

and stood inthem in & state of indecision: gazing |
&t the slow!y-=swelling crowd, and a1 the work-
men 2s they rested listlessly against the scafiold ;
and affecting 16 listen with indifference to the |
proprietor’s enlogy of the commanding view his |

house afforded, and the surpassing cheapness ofiss |

15

er morning nevershone. From theroofs |
[ spires of
| dome were
ug up beyond the prison, into the bloe |
in th= color of hght summer-clonds,
and showing n the clear asmosphere their eyery
scrap of tracery 2nd fretwork, and every piche
and |oophole.  All was b ag0d prom
axcept 1 o which (fi

in the sty
yol lay 1o shadow) the eye
trench. Where

A
and uppet stories of these buildings, 1

i e

-

,anthe midst of £0 much
ind Tenewal of exis

rament of dezth
an Tarbore 1o lo

LS

Wi

than whe=n, the day being more agvaaced, it stood |
confess=d in the full gi and glory of the sun,
g, and i3 nodses
loathsome garlands. It
litude and zloom of midnight |

ms clustering abo than in the |
the stir of noTAIng: centre of

AN RRIETCIN 3 it wasbetter haon Sireel
fike n spectre, when men wersint

Fiven'el strik—=iX—=ven—and &
_ g the (wo matn-siree
cros-way, & living stream b

ht

g
o
¥

toward the mans n and business. C

conches, wagonz, trucks, and barrows, forced a
sage through the out=h " the throng, and
ered onward in the wotion.  Seme

fiese which were public conveyances and had
come frotn & hort distanee in the cowntry, stop.
ped; and the driver pointed t0-the gibberwith |
his whip, though he might have spared himseif |
the pains, for the hewds of &li the passengerswere
} hisfielp, and the coach !
_tull of glaring eyes. In |
the carts and waguons, women mightbe |
fearfally atthe same unsightly thing :
and even ll Hildren were held up ubove the
arople’s heads to-see whiat kind of 10y & gallows
was, and l=ammn how men were hange

Twu riters were 10 die hefore
hind been concerped inthe attnek 1
one directiyatterwardin Bloomehar
ine o'olock, a=trong hody uf tary marel
intis the strect; and tormed and lined & nar
- born; which find been indiff
antly Reproall nigh ;
apother cir! Was
tioned had been emipl
the seatiold,) and whee
These preparations made, the soidiers stood a1
siises the officers lonnged 1o-and fro, in the alley
shey had made, or talked tgether al the scaffuld’s
t - und the concourse, whichhad been rapudly
sementing o1 some hours, and =till réesved
(ons every njmote, waited with tier
ed wirl every chime ol St Sepnl-
for twelve atnoon

I'n s ey hipd Dern vary quiet, 'cont-
paratively silent, save when the arrival of sofme
new party at @ window, hitherto nnoceupied,
cave them something new to look at or 1o talk of
Uit ae the hour approached, a buzz and hum
arose, which, deepening every moment, soon
a roir, and seemed to fill the air
Na words or even vojees conlll be distingnished
athiis clamor, notidid they sprak mch o vach
othiere ol g5 were betterinformed npon
thetopie thun the rest, Wy uld tell thetraeielio
wehips, thut they mightknow the hangrmn wl
(e punie out, By his being the shorier one:
bt the mpn whoowis wsaffer with i v
samed Hngh s and that i1owas Barnsby Rudg
vho would bie hunged in Bloomshury Sgaare
A< jt is the nattire of men ina grest heat per
wiipe spontsneoisly, so this wild miurniur, Honting
ap and down, seemed born of thelr mlense impa
tience, and quite beyond their restraint o vontrol

1t e w, us the thne drew near,so loud, that
inse who wers at the windows could not hear
i chureh-clock strike, though it was cloge at
jand.  Nor had they any need to hear it, either,
for they could see stin the people’s fages.  So
curely as mnother gquarter chimed, there wus a
aovement in the crowd—as if something had
pnssed over it—as if tie lightupon them had been
chaneed—in which the fact was readable as on a
brazen dial, fizured by & giant’s hand.

Three quarters pasteleven ! The murmur now
wie deslening, yel every man seemed mute.
Loek where you would among the erowd, you
aw strained evesand lips cotnpressed ; 11 would
have been difficalt for the tRust vigilant observer
apoiat this waiy or thei, and say that yonder man
had eried ot = it were s easy to deteoti the mo-
wan of Lips i sea-shell

Three-quarters past cleve Many gpretitors
who had retired from the windows, eame bach
eshed, as thongh their wateh led just begun

il

windows werre stuck

Lo L
seenziang

som, wh
nir: and
Al

Juare

3V men- |
trcuen ol

ke (che one a
vdim the o
ol up to the prison oate |

wt

one last

and every person in the crowd mad
ctfor 1o better his position—which cavsed a prees
rainst the sturdy barriers that made them bead
wnd yield like twigs  The officers, who until now
ned kept together, fell into their se eri! positons,
il givie the words of command.  Swords were
driwn, mnsket= shoulidered, and the bright =teel

witiding its way omeng the crowd, sleamed and
. Al

u thisshin-
; path tw 1, [=siing @
bapse, which was spesdily hurn e o he can

yrison door. Then & profound silence re- |
plared gathering,
i i Breathivss panse epsued.  Every window |
v choked up with heads: the house-tops
peopie—clibing to clumnes s, peer-
nd holdisg an where the
sitididen lons=ning of puy brick orstone would dash
vier down o the steeet: The church-tower,
she churehiroof, the chirch-yard, the prison-leads,
e very water-spout= and lamp-posts—every anch |
th Harnian life

e osiin likie u river
wn cams har

whitrered ot

v aver g

of roum—swarmed w
At the first stroke of twelve the p
gan fo toll

son hell be-
} now with
=

(R

the Toar—ming
= and ** Poor tellows

Then
e

eries ol

from some specks n

it any one inthat distriction o #x-
1d have seesi—the world of epger
suined upan the scatfold and the beam

silow murmuring was l=ard witlun the
lalnly us witheur. The three were
tirogght forth into the yard, together, a5 iU re.
sounded througly the air: and knew is import
well

* Diye hiear 1" eried Hugh, undaunted by the
sound.  ** Tnew expectus! 1heard them gather-
ing when I woke in the night, and turaed over on
t* other side end fell gsleep agein.  We shall s2e
how they welcome the hangman, now that it
¢omes home to him. Ha, ha, ha!"

Tiie ordinary coming up at this moment, re-

proved him for his indecent mirth, end advised
him to alter his demeunor. i
i And why, master 1" gaid Hugh. “ Can [do

beyter than bearit essily 1 You bear it easily
enough. Ohtaever well me,” he eried, as i
other would have spoken, *for all your sad look
and sol=ma air, you think lintle eaoughiof it!
They say you're the best maker of |
in London. **Ha, ha, ha! ['ve heard that, you
=so, hefore now. Iris a aeod one, this
—i= your hand in! How does the breakiast
ok ¥ I hope there’s snongh, and to spare, for
the hunsry company that "Il sit down 1o it,
when the sight’s over.”
I fear" ohserved the clergyman, shaking his
ead, ** that vou are incornigible.
** You're right  Tam,” rejoined Hugh, sternly.
* Be no hypocrite, master. You make a merry-
making of this, every menth: let me be merry,
100. 1f you wan: a frightened follow, there "s ooe
that “lbsuit vou.  Try'veur hand npon him.™

He« pomnted, as hs spoke, 1o Dennis, who, with
his legs railing on the grennd, was held between
two men ; aad who rembled so, that ail b= joints

-

'were niere asslim

-GOner came int e well, how-
T |Uili among ol b was a0 f
miliar, tinn he th aml
Hanongh te clasp nms mpp {
siGentlemen, il wbgect

'! thut he wes well Kaown to b
| when Bis seitenee was oo

ling in n

and limbs seemed racked by spesms.  Turning
from this wretched speciacie, he callsd 10 Bar-
neby, who stood apar:

' \Uhat cheer, Barnaby ! Don’t be downeast, | e

5. past. and present, and to !

who,

surseof all 1ts vieti
licome. Un pead of that ma
| scienre, owns me for his son, [ iease theiuish
enin s bed of down. hup die »

o s con-|

the 41

hur

i do-now, and bave thenizhi- |

» l R £
et AL I
AT LINE
e beewill prrmit with snfs.

ANY AND
f [

1e ool o

lad. Teave thatto hmm ™ | 3 e fook al Lt R ok
Leaye that 1o frm ety DE WITT CLINTOX
“Pless you,” cried Baraby, sepping lightly arner. To this 1 sax, Amen, | T0% B0 ot
toward him, *“T'm not ed, Hogn, I'm ) = troods, Fret
guite happy. [wo ir= 10 live new, if jownward by h Lind of Prs

& (] warid them with & stewdy si2p:

they "d let me. Tookatme' Amiafraidiodie?
they see me remble 1 :
b i far a moment at hisfacs, on whic
trange, unezrihly smile; and at
cve. which sparkled brightly : and interposing
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